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through the weakness of nature, is generally the least able to keep his
heart united with God, and usually never stands more in need of spiritual
comfort and assistance. The state of sickness is always a visitation of God,
who by it knocks at the door of our heart and puts us in mind of death;
it is the touchstone of patience, and the school or rather the harvest of
penance, resignation, divine love, and every virtue. Yet by a most fatal
abuse is this mercy often lost and perverted by sloth, impatience, sensuality,
and frowardness. Those who in time of health were backward in exercising
fervent acts of faith, hope, charity, contrition, &c., in sickness are still
more indisposed for practices with which they are unacquainted: and, to
their grievous misfortune, sometimes pastors cannot sufficiently attend
them, or have not a suitable address which will give them the key of their
hearts or teach them the art of insinuating into the souls of penitents the
heroic sentiments and an interior relish of those essential virtues.

This consideration moved Camillus to make it the chief end of his
new establishment to afford or procure the sick all spiritual succour,
discreetly to suggest to them short pathetic acts of compunction and other
virtues, to read by them, and to pray for them. For this end he furnished
his priests with proper books of devotion, especially on penance and on
the sufferings of Christ; and he taught them to have always at hand the
most suitable ejaculations extracted from the psalms and other devotions.
But dying persons were the principal object of our saint's pious zeal and
charity. A man's last moments are the most precious of his whole life,
and are of infinite importance, as on them depends his eternal lot. Then
the devil useth his utmost efforts to ruin a soul, and " cometh down, having
great wrath, knowing that he hath but a short time."1 The saint there-
fore redoubled his earnestness to afford every spiritual help to persons
who seemed in danger of death. He put them early in mind to settle
their temporal concerns, that their thoughts might be afterwards employed
entirely on the affair of their soul. He advised those friends not to approach
them too much whose sight or immoderate grief could only disturb or
afflict them. He disposed them to receive the last sacraments by the most
perfect acts of compunction, resignation, faith, hope, and divine love; and
fce taught them to make death a voluntary sacrifice of themselves to the
divine will, and in satisfaction for sin, of which it is the punishment H*
instructed them to conjure their blessed Redeemer by the bitter anguish
which his divine heart felt in the garden and on the cross, and bf his
prayer with a loud voice and tears, in which he deserved to be heard for
his reverence, that he would show them mercy, and ghre them the grace
to offer up their death in union with his most precious death, tad to
receive their soul as he with his last breath recommended his own divine
soul into the hands of his heavenly Father, and with it those of all hk
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